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Hey, remember Reformed Marriage Encounter?  Yes, that great weekend when you lost the 
world and found each other…  Well, that weekend is the fruit of a ministry here for you and 
every marriage.  So, enjoy this newsletter to stay in touch, and pass it on to your friends!  
First, is a letter from a couple very involved in making your weekend happen.  Blessings! 
      
 

Greetings from t he North American Executive Couple -  
 

Fellow Lovers, 
The new season of Marriage Encounter weekends is fast approaching. Further down in the 
newsletter you will see the dates for the coming season. Please promote these weekends to 
your family and friends. Earlier this year, a first -ever research report on the cost of marriage 
breakdown in the U.S. shows that it cost taxpayers at least $112 billion a year. The full report 
can be seen at www.americanvalues.org . A Marriage Encounter Weekend can help us, family, 
and friends from becoming a statistic.  
 

The Worldwide Marriage Encounter promotional video done by Gary Chapman is now embedded 
on our website: www.reformedme.org  so you are no longer transported to YouTube. The 
Inviting portion of that video that gives you more information about what happens on a 
Weekend is now embedded on the Frequently Asked Questions page of our website. If you 
havenÕt checked it out, please do! 
 

With the higher cost of gas and food, we have noticed that some couples attending our 
weekends are unable to cover the full cost of a weekend. If you are financially blessed and are 
able to donate to Reformed Marriage Encounter to help offset the costs of  a weekend, we have 
a donations link where you can use PayPal to make your donation. We are very appreciative of 
your support whether it is referring couples to come on the weekend, praying for a weekend, or 
making an additional financial contribution.  
 

Watch your local movie theatres for a wonderful new movie that is set for release on 
September 26: FIREPROOF! We had the opportunity to preview this family -friendly movie at 
the recent Interfaith Board Meeting, and it is highly entertaining and has a wonder ful message.  
To learn more about the movie go to www.fireproofthemovie.com  . For ideas of how you can 
promote the movie at your church and ways to follow -up on the message of the movie go to 
www.fireproofmymarriage.com .  
 

Of Course a Great Way to Fireproof Your Marriage is to attend a Reformed Marriage Encounter 
Weekend!   
 
Hugs, 
Mike & Beverley Rannow 

Upcoming Weekends ! 

Date Location   



2008     

Oct 10-12 Holland, Michigan Geneva Camp and 
Retreat Center 

Nov 7-9 Modesto, CA Ramada Inn 

Nov 14-16 Peterborough, Ontario Otonabee Inn 

2009     

Feb 13-15 Holland, Michigan Geneva Camp and 
Retreat Center 

Feb 13-15 Niagara Falls, Ontario   

Mar 6-8 Modesto, CA Ramada Inn 

To Be Announced Iowa or South Dakota   

April 24-26 London, Ontario   

May 1-3 Holland, Michigan Geneva Camp and 
Retreat Center 

Nov 13-15 Holland, Michigan Geneva Camp and 
Retreat Center 

 

 
Application to register is online at www.reformedme.org  or you can contact the couple below  
who is nearest you! 

 
California:  Roger & Edie Dornbush      530.662.5632 
IA, MN, SD:  Nolan & Dorenda VanGaalen 712.722.4022 
Michigan:  Jim and Kathy Molenkamp 616.538.2749 
Ontario:  Chris & Cindy Otten  519.393.5163 

 

 
Certainly!  If it’s been five years since you’ve attended a WWME weekend, then it is time to give yourselves the gift of 
attending again!  Sign up today! 

 
 A group of people, who like you, have been blessed on their weekend and   

            realize the need to continually renew their relationship into what God would  
have them to be.  Circle is a once a month, ongoing opportunity for couples to take time out of  their 
busy schedules to focus on their marriages.  Circle usually meets once a month for 1½-2 hour time.  
You’ll be uplifted by a brief devotional, a private 10/10 dialog, and a chance to share with the small 
group.  Oh, and food!   Bring a small snack to share if you’re able and willing. 

 
United States 
West Michigan: The last Sunday of each month @ 7:30 PM.  
Next meeting on Oct. 26; contact Mike & Beverley Rannow at lay_executive@reformedme.org for location. 
 

Canada 
There are Circles in Oshawa, St. Catherines, and Kingston.   
Contact Gary and Corina Oosterhof at local_executive_canada@reformedme.org  for specific info. 
 

If there isn’t currently a Circle in your area, contact the Newsletter Editor to state your interest.  Someone needs to go first!  
We welcome hearing from you   
 

D i a l o g  S h a r i n gD i a l o g  S h a r i n g--   
 

Dialog was introduced to you on your weekend.  A reminder:  A question/topic is decided, you and your spouse 
separate for 10 minutes to write a love letter to the other, you come together for 10 minutes to exchange the letters 
and ask for descriptors about the most prominent feeling expressed in the letter to you.   
Below is a 10/10 that Clarence and Hennie Van Essen have been kind enough to share with all of us. 



 
 
HOW DO I FEEL ABOUT OUR COUPLE PRAYER? 
 

Honey, 
 I feel grateful for the time we spend together in prayer.  I thank God for moving in our lives and 
showing us the value of taking this time together.  I feel confident I have grown in my prayer life 
through our couple prayer times.  When I am alone, I find myself in a prayerful state of mind more often  
due to our prayer time together.   I feel desirous of more spiritual growth, and hope I will not be 
complacent, thinking I have reached the summit.  At times I feel closer to God, more than other times.  
Sometimes I feel dull and other times discouraged, t hinking I was only saying some wordsÑ words 
without genuine interest or feeling.  My discouragement is like the day I missed our daughterÕs call.  
That was an 8. I felt let down.   Most often I have many joyful feelings about our joint prayer time, and 
feel peaceful, holding hands as we talk with our Heavenly Father.  I think our couple prayer time is an 
important factor in our relationship with God.  I feel certain it is also very important for and in my 
relationship with you, Dear.   My prayer is ÒGod, keep us faithful, keep us humble, and continue to teach 
us to prayÓ         With All my Love Ð Hennie 
 
 
Sweetheart, 
 As I think about our couple prayer, I feel grateful that we have prayer time together. Even 
though my mind wanders at times, I feel happy that w e spend time together in our devotions. I find it to 
be spiritually rewarding to take tim e each day in our couple prayer and Bible reading.  However, there 
are times when I think that praying before we read the Bible passage could be incorporated in our me al 
time prayer. On the other hand, even as we pray before meal time, it is a good idea to pray before our 
spiritual Bible reading time.  I feel pleased we have our devotions not only after our meal time, but also 
have a special time to pray for our childre n and grand-children.  I also feel concerned and am thankful 
we pray for the particular needs of our friends and church members, as well as our denominational 
organizations, and missionaries, etc.  I feel joyful as we have our couple prayer. When we have c ouple 
prayer we experience a oneness in the Lord. This causes the day to go smoother in our relationship.  We 
have less problems, discouragements, and hurtful feelings.  I believe also that our busyness and work 
seem to be less burdensome when we spend time together in prayer.    I praise God we have been 
taught to Òtake it to the Lord in prayerÓ, and now have learned the importance of togetherness in taking 
it all to our Lord in pr ayer.           With All My Love, Clarence 
 

 
 
 
Additional Sources for Dialog  Questions - 
Worldwide Marriage Encounter:  http://www.wwme.org/already.html  
Lifetime List of Dialogue Questions:  http:/ /www.cs.bgsu.edu/maner/dialogue  
The Dialog Companion:   http://www.wwme.org/companion.html  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
FIREPROOF: strong, safe, secure          Article by Rachel VanDam 
 



SoÉ this movie has firemen superheroes.  Couple that with a man working to be a 
superhero at home, and youÕve got a great movie hoping to touch many marriages and people 
for God.  Being a superhero at home is our calling.  God calls us to love our spouse as Christ 
loves the church: highest (superhero) task, and therefore, the most precious human 
relationship.  Do we protect things that are precious to us?  We certainly want to and, I think, 
put priority on doing so.   

Fireproof: able to withstand fire.  Does it mean a fire will come?  No.  Does it mean 
youÕre in a fire-zone now?  No.  We install smoke detectors and set extinguishers next to our 
kitchen trash cans right off the bat.  We are not doing this knowing that our house will battle a 
fire; we do it because it is of enough value to us, and we know that fires happen.  We donÕt 
know the future, and fires  occur in nature.  So, we protect.  If our house is never licked by a 
flame, we thank God and think the investment of fireproofing equipment was a worthwhile price 
to do our part.  Some of us, no doubt, install these beeping and blinking devices more becau se 
it is code; we feel confident our home will not be overtaken by this ÒrareÓ catastrophe.  So did 
our neighbor or that poor woman on the news last night.   

We honor God and honor our spouse by fireproofing our marriage.  We donÕt know the 
future, and fir es occur in marriages.  WeÕve made a covenant with God and our husband or wife 
to be like Christ to and for that person, for our marriage, for our family, for our community, for 
our world, for God.  Boat: $25,000.  House: $200,000.  Marriage: Priceless.  Your marriage, my 
marriage, every marriage is worth the price  of protection .  Do you think a fire will come in your 
marriage?  Are you in a fire-zone now?  If no and no, nowÕs the time to fireproof.  If yes, nowÕs 
the time to fireproof.   

When a house begins burning, we call the firefighters.  We do this to fight the fire.  
They have the right equipment for the job.  Well, the Lord IS the right equipment for the job of 
our marriage.  If we truly follow Him, emulate Him, put loving Him by obeying Him first, w ith 
the Holy Spirit, our marriage will not only survive, it will flourish.  This is fireproofing.  This is 
valuing.  This is loving.  This is our calling.  We agreed to obey the code of fireproofing our 
marriage by saying ÒI Do.Ó   

See if your fireproofing is up to code.  Whether seeing the movie or not, fireproof. Get 
the equipment (submit to God).  Follow the manual (Bible).  Aid it with research (Godly books).  
Ask advice (biblical counseling).  And above all, love.  Love never fails. 
 

FIREPROOF: strong, safe, secure 
 
 
ÒAnd now I will show you the most excellent way.  If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, 
but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal.  If I have the gift of prophecy 
and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but 
have not love, I am nothing.  If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the 
flames, but have not love, I gain nothing.  Love is patient, love is kind.  It does not envy, it does n ot 
boast, it is not proud.  It is not rude, it is not self -seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record 
of wrongs.  Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.  It always protects, always 
trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.  Love never fails.Ó  (I Corinthians 13:1-8a) 

 

Dialog Questions for You!  
 What are we doing as a couple to fireproof our marriage?  How do I feel about that?  
 Am I honoring God and you by protecting our precious marriage?  What are my feelings as I 

write this? 
 



 
 
Share your Story- 

Restore, Rekindle, Renew and Fireproof Your Marriage   
ÒFor us, a Reformed Marriage Encounter weekend was supposed to be a weekend away from the kids 
and our hectic schedules, but it turned into something so much more.  We had become l ike two ships in 
the night, just passing by one another, not realizing that the joy we experienced when we were dating 
and first married had been drowned out by everyday life.  Our weekend allowed us to experience, once 
again, the deep joy in being married  to our best friend and share with one another many things that we 
had just buried with remarks like ÔForget itÕ or ÔWhateverÕ.   Our weekend far exceeded anything we ever 
anticipated and gifted us with a deep, forever love for one another.Ó 

~ Kevin & Christine Sall, married 10 years 
 

As Fall and the beginning of many school and church activities is fast approaching, take time to Restore, 
Rekindle and Renew your marriage. The weekend is for couples who wish to celebrate their love as 
well as a time for couples experiencing bumps in the road and looking to reconnect.  ItÕs for any couple, 
who for them, marriage has lost its fun and intimacy. The list could go on and on because this weekend 
is a time for all couples to invest quality time in each other and foc us on their sacred relationship.  

 
Share a little about the difference that your Marriage Encounter weekend made in your relationship by sending it to 
administration@reformedme.org by November 14 to fill this spot in the Thanksgiving LoveLinks!  

 
 
 
 
 
Reformed Expression Strengthening the Church by Strengthening Marriages 

 
 
 
 
 

CONTACT INFO: 
Newsletter Editor- Rob and Rachel VanDam: administration@reformedme.org 

Comments?  Suggestions?  Letters to the Editor?  Send Ôem our way!   
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
We hope you have enjoyed receiving this E-Newsletter.  If you would like to discontinue receiving it, 
please e-mail the newsletter editor  (we want to be good stewards of resources). 
 
 


